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' I should not be amenable to Eoman authority at all but
for that providential appointment which has placed the
country for the time iu foreign hands ; the greater is the
treason of him, the chief priest, who hands his country-
man over to a foreign magistrate.' These passages seem
to show that if no forgiveness of his real murderers was
uttered by Christ, it was not by chance, but because he
continued to the last to think of them with anger.
It seemed worth while to discuss this subject at some
length, lest it should be supposed that Christianity is
really the emasculate, sentimental thing it is sometimes
represented to be.    Because it has had a considerable
effect in softening manners, because it has given a new
prominence and dignity to the female sex, and because it
has produced great examples of passive virtues, Christi-
anity is sometimes represented as averse to strong passions,
as making men excess! vely unwilling to inflict pain, as foster-
ing a morbid or at least a feminine tenderness.   War, for
example, and capital punishment, are frequently denounced
as unchristian, because they involve circumstances of
horror; and when the ardent champions of some great
cause have declared that they would persevere although
it should be necessary to lay waste a continent and ex-
terminate  a nation, the   resolution   is   stigmatized   as
shocking and unchristian.    Shocking it may be, but not
therefore unchristian.   The Enthusiasm of Humanity does
indeed destroy a great deal of hatred, but it creates as
much more.    Selfish hatred is indeed charmed away, but
a not less fiery passion takes its place,    Dull serpentine
malice dies, but a new unselfish anger begins to live.
The bitter feelings which so easily spring up against those
who thwart us, those who compete with us, those who

